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Octob 22. 1980 Confidential Claim Retracted
Authorized by: i
Tos File
Date:__G/A5/3
From: Tom Loomis, OEPR /

Subject: Meeting re Planned Closure of Jackpile Uranium

Mine (10/16780)

The meeting was attended-by lLaguna tribal officials and DOI

staff from AS/EM, AS7/IA, AS/PBA, GS and BI& (attendance

list attached). Discussion centered on the reclamation plan
submitted to the GS by Anaconda Copper Company September 11,

1980, Reviews hy GS and the laguna tribhal consultants (in-

essentlal radiologic and hydrologic data is not piesented,
and no analyses as to effectiveness of proposed reclamation
measures are presented.

. .
Themeed—for anm EIS vovering approval of the recliamation—plan
W

as discussed and it seemed to be recognized by most of the

participants that one would be required. The GS has estimated

that the EIS will take 11 to 14 months and comncerm was
expressed regarding scheduling this and the projected re-

clamation activity for an orderly sequence of operations

some major reclamation—decistons would—irave—to—bemadeprier

force will be laid off at that time. GS staff is concerned
that any reclamation orders or consents granted in the interim
would be vulnerable if challenged.

Tribaloffictals trave tdentified several specific concerns

rhey have ;ega;ding reclamation These fnclude re]:o"tjng a

portion of SR 279 that was touted around the wining operation,

reclaiming the area to a condition suitable for unrestricted
livestock grazing, some stockpiled lowgrade ore left in such

a manner thar it may be recovered or processed in future years,

and—all cowmpany wineral resourcve information from the property
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~ There were several significant questions which surfaced

briefly during the meeting but could not be answered. These

i chedule, duration of under-
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levels, amount of stockpiled lowgrade materlal that will be

left on ifd i i i

Anaconda responses to the GS and CERT critiques of the recltamatiom

plan should provide answers to most of these. Another GS/BIA/

Laguna meeting is scheduled for becember 8, 1980; the company's
response 1is expected prior to that.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

-~ Beyond these concerns, no specific reclamation objectdives

seemed evident. I sugeest as a starting point the DOT
objectives be:

~- Meet reasonable land use desires of Tribe;

= a a CE i ivi i Timitss
~ All slopes reduced to stable conditiony
Hishwalls redueed or 1ofer 4n cotrahla srondition:
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- A1l dlsturbed areas revegetated — self sustalinilig and

suitable for grazing;

= No contamimated surface or underground—waterss

- A1l ynsafe conditions corrected {(vents, drill holes,
etc. };

= A1 structures, improvements, facilities either removed
condition;

- Complete mineral exploration records and current mine
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Incorporating these, appropriate reclamation gnidelines could
be:
——————— Radieaetivity redueed to notover 2X natural Joeal
background.
— Tnstable highwalls reduced (graded and revegetated).
- Highwalls wlthln 1/8 mile of main roads reduced.
= Pitg b et above Jackpile sandstone
formation.
- A11 slopes - waste piles, disturbed areas, and cuts less
- - All disturbed areas revegetated - self sustaining, grazable.
= A1l drilYt holes, v > 1y
plugged. No access by groundwater.,
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~ Natur i - nks {no erosion
from 100 year storm).
44444444444444;4SuffHEE4WHtET4nUt4ﬁEgrHﬁEﬁ4fﬁuH1it?‘ﬂf‘WHtET‘ieaVing‘ﬁfﬂﬂ

Py

- Post reeclamation mon ne
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————————— vwepgetation —self sustaining fer at teast S5 years
-~ radionuclide uptake 10 years
groundwater - quality 5 years '
surface water - quality 3 years on
Tadioactivity - surIace*ra&un—survey—i—yeaf—iollpwinggzenlamaiigg,
In conclusion, it seems obvious that an EIS is required for
reclamation action. Probably, the most critical arguments '
favu:ing this decision are that this is the first major
reclamation of an open pit uranium mine (incidently, one of
the largest open pit mines in the world) and the standards
to uh1nh_lt_la_rn_hg_xgglaimgd_are not established., It dis
public scrutiny.

firy
M

Thea [ R
L1k [ L

as joint lead and the Lagupma Tribe, EPA and posslibly the IHo

invited to assist as cooperators. T will be plad to assist
— 1im this effort as needed.

It is recognized that certain actions on the part of Anaconda

and correction of hazards to publlc health and safety. There

are also a pnumber of actions which would have only minor
environmental effects and would not foreclose future recla-
mation options. These may be undertaken during the NEPA com-=
pliance., Once an EIS schedule is established, this can be
reviewed witir CEQ-

progress of the Operation and the standards established for
the reclamation. As a means for achieving this, an advisory

group such as the 0il Shale Environwental Advisory Pamed —————
— could be used. Possible composition could include the Tribe;
GS, BIA, OEPR, FWS, IHS, EPA, RRC, G5, State of New Mexico,

-

jurisdiction and/or expertise. This group would be adwvisory
toth i

not change but a consensus would be sought between the Tribe,
444444444444ﬁS+4BIA4and4QEBkgnngthggxgglamailgngxgqulrements. -
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UCTUBER 16, 1980 MEFTING ON THE
JACKPILE-PAGUATE RECLAMATION PLAN
WESTERN BANK BUILDING - ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

NAME QRGANTIZATTON TELEPHONE

Mare E. NELSOY b—&+—GeolegicalSurvey Fo6—2842

Edward T, Sandcll, = H 5~ chlubLLal Suxvc)‘ Fo6=2841

Bale C—Jones t—5. Geologival Survey 766=3830

Les Taylor Attorney, Laguna Pueblo (505} 243-4275

Bill Shoger U. 5. Geological Survey - Reston (703) 861-7515

Gregory Smith BIA - Albuguerque Area Qffice (505) 766-3610

Bob Partido U. S. Forest Service - Regional {505) 766-2256
Office, Albugquergue

Wallace Sutherland U, &. Gaological Survey {(505) 766-2841

Melvin McKenzie Southern Pueblos Agency = BIA {505) 766-3020

Omar Bradlev Saouthern Puehlos ‘Agpqr'? = RTA f"'\@'-'u\ 166=30249

Carl Dictz PuebIo ©f Laguna — (5 Research {303} Z279=-25%1

Institute

Tom Loomis DOT - AS/PBA (OEPR} (202) 343-8651

Barbara J. West DOI - Office of Asst. Sec. - (202) 343-6021
Indian Affairs

Richard Wilson DOI - Office of Asst. Sec. - (202) 343-8804

; Energy and Minerals
Harry D. Early Governor, Pueblo of Laguna (505) 552-6654
———Robert Thomas —2nd Lt Governor, Pueblo of — (505> 552-935¢
Laguma—
——Ren—+—Solimon——————Pueblo of Laguma (505 552=665F
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John blueyes CLERT {3U03) 779=-4,00

Robert E. Grote Ditector - Hinerals, Pueblo ot {505) 552-6654
Laguna






